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13 God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with rob- b T o e e
bery through them; and behold, | am about to destroy them from the earth. ' Make for yourself o 0 e e was the window Noah opencd
an Ark of gopher wood; make the Ark with compartments, and cover it inside and out with pitch. after the Flood (8:6) — and some say it was a precious stone
15 This is how you should make it — three hundred cubits the length of the Ari; fifty cubits its [that refracted the outside light to illuminate the interior
width; and thirty cubits its height. (6 A window shall you make for the Ark, and to a cubit finish LS (RO
it from abouve. Put the entrance of the Ark in its side; make it with bottom, second, and third decks.
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L 8. Bereishis Rabbah 31:11. mipyn can only be taken in
@nd it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the Ark which :fi :rll‘;s; 3}:3;3: ;x;eiw:mneg, “you shall ma};{e,” if oy
. . : . . g means a precious stone, niyy
he had made. 7 He sent out the raven, and it kept going and returning until the waters dried from - must be taken to mean “you Shfn prepm_e’?,n;o:mzﬁ
upon the earth. ® Then he sent out the dove from him to see whether the waters had subsided 2 goets Elottnéageb 1r>;'ecimxsf stones. On the other hand, th
§ ¥ act that 8:6 below refers to a window as 1i%n could
from the face of the ground. ° But the dove could not find a resting place for the sole of its foot, and ieulfcit Hhab eriaseomething ofbior than i
it returned to him to the Ark, for water was upon the surface of all the earth. So he put forth (Levush HaOrah).
3 Lede
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16. 90y — ALIGHT. 1913 0vmix v — Some say it was awindow, 3L 13 2 1pix WY — and some
\* say it was a precious stone *niy iR — which provided light for them.?

4

— ol p np > g ¢

N’ 13 nwap DR A p?)“’d ?
, QWD W 9% TIRYAY LTI Y c2INDW 1N b¥R BRYH MY AR

T12°R DY YBRIY 21DH ,0TN QNN W AW IR LAWY LI0IWDD INX
“avT Yo AR M273 MYT D W wROw 10 nian 1372 IRINY WM .0M¥0

Xag 9 J413N% AYYNR 0% o)
nrYI MR b v Nbn wR 0“3
B R KD WER (Re9R 73)
g - =
\mm'z awy N sovn odivR AT )
/rmNa 1)y mwyan DR _MRY? oa
“

AWy GUR aann DPn DR na nng.

RWY RYMOR R P70 AR 9a3 ——— Rl
baxk (%D OW) NYN 273 RIX N7 MmN RITW Y 1Y I Y MR MIYODR MWRNA LW B7aND 1903 RYMN BrR M 10

i REPD mpn Y33 ;a0 (PRl (@p1n) DA 03 MR LPIN? YT IPRW NHARY 1MLY3
MY, R 93 ,7P0aY 12T DI ¥R Y11 3T PRI RIA P T 8P 007 RIp K7

bax R pn YW WWHI AN 1IN ORIV XN MR 1D OX 7MW DR own
ARBYIY TP MaN] ,pEve oapY ppiy WweIn MMD 1270 0IRY wn nvn
AWYI ,0PYR ANRW VAT XYW DOPRY) DMIR 1M1 0700 pRIY Y Y AR
MO™WIR MRY LY MYET MY W 1Y AN M LmTh TR wa

Wi

29 AP PO NPnR jh  ARIT AR

YpRY 5 IMIPR WHWY XY R ampP oy N b
v NIXPRA DR 2W»D pInY DIRD Y3wa N W wwdR *Bd AR 3 ,AMN W mmby » neiab onb
L4 i 9.
Yo 1A By ma phnaw a1 bR *> EMOWDR AWM K D0 B Y00 W) WpY PRI SN0 PR 5711 3T 0pY Juws w6d
whwh N ayan XY — Anmpn W ChYT 2 NN NBR 937 bWER 17 YV o ) npionnn eava? AwsR Avapn 11 by 1ab

A (ENPP) DPT B Re
YUNY_— W AN/ NYT? a3
APRn nytd na “snw .oepn e
Janaw  (@aTon)  “nvubon.  $a% @

APbIT. M N1 opaY L(R“YD 943) 6 osoving ATION F ! o
Wi~ B B O =1 IO Al 16.. PROVIDE ILLUMINATION FOR THE ARK. 77X is related to anr
ATy My WwER 19 e j_!tl (brightness, splendor) and v (prison), as in Genesis

o THE CALL OF THE TORAH

% smx__nanb awyn WX ganv o 39:20. The believer can find himself enclosed in an ark in
maw _ ouaR 11 yap mb  aeapn_ the midst of a catastrophe; yet brightness still shines
pob mvwn  vmw > nvhIm within him thanks to his faith and unwavering confidence

in God. Such was Yosef, who was “put into the pri i
e . h was Yosef, prison in
JURZ_ om0 PITRI0) B, which the king’s prisoners were imprisoned: maz ow »m

rw_nanaw >mn nona by mth o : 7non and he was there in a luminous place.”
ann vap b “mEs, RB . Rashi reports two meanings for wn¥: for some it
< ,yfneans a window; for others, a precious stone, radiating™
light. The fact that Rashi quotes both opinions implies
that he recognized both as valid and complemengary.
Indeed, when large-scale disaster is imminent, a righteous
person such as Noah does not stop at enjoying the light
mz?kes a window to look out at the world, to realize what is
going on around him so as to be ready to help as much as
he can when the time comes.
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seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, sum-
mer and winter, and day and night, shall
not cease.” ¥ A

2
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68. All agree that the Ark had a window, as it states (below, 8:6), Noah
opened the window of the Ark which.he had made (see 33 §5 below).
~JThe question is whether “the light” was identical with that window. The
di ion hinges on a-dispute (cited above, 25 §2, and below, 34 §11) as
g to whether the celestial bodies functioned during the Flood. The opinio§

that the window served as a source of light maintains that they di
function, and thus the window served to let in light from the outside.
The opinion that “the light” was a pear] maintains that they did not
7 function, and hence there was no light coming from the outside (see
Yerushalmi Pesachim 1:1, cited in part by Matnos Kehunah; and Eitz
Yosef). According to the opinion that it was a pear], the purpose of the
» window mentioned in 8:6 was so Noah could see when the waters had
subsided and so he could send out the raven and the dove (Yedei Moshe).

(o \ ‘:‘

"0 anaw1 XD 919 i) — AND DAY AND NIGHT, SHALL NOTCEASE. naww 59an — This implies that [day
and night] ceased 1wy nim by — all the days of the Flood; nivyan whw xby — that the
constellations did not function, i.e, the heavenly bodies did not shine, % PO PR M x5y — and
the difference between day and night was indiscernible.”
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A A Window for the Righteous Fidus B'Yosef (Noach §20, cited by
Pardes Yosef, Noach §9) suggests that this dispute is linked to an earlier
one in the Midrash, Above (30 §9), there is a dispute as to whether the

ify his righteousness (certainly he would have been righteous
in better generations) Qr_minimize it (had he been in better genera-
, tions, he would not have been regarded as highly).Now;-we find that
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has no right to gaze upon their destruction; thus, Lot was commanded

( n ehind_him when he escaped the destruction of Sodom
~(see below, 19:17, with Rashi). Thus, according to the view that Noah's 4

perfection is to_be minimized, he would not have been permitted

tq peer outside the Ark and see the destruction of his contemporaries;

the Ark, then, could have no transparent window, and its source of

light would have had to be a pearl. According to the view that Noah

;{t,wag deemed righteous even in_his generation, he was righteous
enough to view the destruction of the wicked. The Ark, then, could

have a transparent window and that window could be the source of
TR
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g 'gm 72 Yxmy 37 — R’ Shmuel bar Nachmani said:
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15 i 0va3is 1213 — [The angel] appeared to [Jacob] as an
idol worshiper, and Jacob, therefore, positioned himself to the
leftoftheangel. 1 mx7 — For the master said in a Baraisa:**
7772 Dayin 12y 15 bpuy BTy — IF A JEW WAS JOINED BY AN
IDOL WORSHIPER ON THE ROAD, who is suspect regarding the
murder of Jews, and who is traveling in the same direction, b5it
1% — [THE JEW] SHOULD KEEP [THE IDOL WORSHIPER] ON HIS
RIGHT SIDE for his own security.** The angel therefore attacked
Jacob’s right haunch, which was the side closest to him.
¥ Avariation of the above:
M RPIW 13 K277 AOMYR KD 277 R R 13 bxmw 37 — Rav
Shmuel bar Acha, in the presence of Rav Pappa, said in the
name of Rava bar Ulla: i np1a nyn mbna — [The angel]
appeared to [Jacob] as a Torah scholar, and Jacob accorded him
onor as though he were his master and positioned himself to the
oft of the angel. "1 "y — For the master®™ said:  7%men
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Sources of Light R’Aryeh Tzvi Frommer Hy"d, Rosh Yeshivah of the
famous Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin, presents a homiletical interpreta-
tion of the question as to whether the “light” of the Ark was a window
sora pearl (Eretz Tzvi, to verse). He begins with the famous explanation
of Sh iShmuel regarding the dispute in the Gemara (Chullin 91b)
whether the angel of Esau that wrestled with Jacob appeared to him as
. an idol WorsHiper or as a Torah scholar: These two opinions allude to
¥ the two strategies employed by the evil inclination to entrap a person.
It car _I'L  p& with a temptation powerful enough to overcome
hi & OF int the sin in n ceiving the per- _

son into thinkin ful act is i

I
3 that the si

the guise of an idol Woistﬁper, the evil inclination fills the person with
# temptation. In the guise of a Torah scholar, it skews his reason.
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The Mishnah next stated:
i) — SLAUGHTERING IT.
The Gemara asks:
2w e own v — Why is a slaughterer liable?®
The Gemara offers two answers:
yaiy own Tnx 29 — Rav said because of dyeing®®  Hxmun
) nbw) owin x — and Shmuel said because of taking a
life,is»
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Tnv this vein, Eretz Tzvi explains a teaching of the Zohar (Vayechi 238b),
which states that the wicked are punished in Gehinnom for twelve
' months — six in fire and six in snow. These two periods correspond to
these two strategies of the evil inclination, "Fire” represents the light .
of true wisdom; it is fire that atones for sins'fised by faulty reason.
~~“Snow!” represents the cooling of passion; it r the sins of passion
that snow atones.

Eretz Tzvi extends this idea further. The Torah, whigh is the antidote

“ to the evil inclination (Kiddushin 30b), is compared to both fire (see
Jeremiah 23:29) and water (Bava Kamma 172). The Torah furnishes a
person with the means of fending off both attacks of the evil inclina-
tion. The Torah provides him with the fire of light and understanding

~ to unmask the deceptions of the evil inclination, and with the waters
to counter the heat of its temptations and purify the earthiness of
the body.

In another place, the Zohar (Noach 59b) compares Noah's Ark to
the Atk of the Covenant, which housed the Tablets and represents the
Torah. Accordingly, Noah's Ark, too, must somehow allude to these two
powers of the Torah to countervail the evil inclination. And these are in-

_ deed represented by the two possible sources of light for the Ark — the

window and the pearl. I contrast to the pearl, the window produces
no light of its own; it simply allows the light outside to pass through.

When the evil inclination appears in the guise of the Torah scholar and
confuses one's thoughts, it does so by blocking the light of reason from .
entering, This is countered by the window of the Ark, which allows the ‘,’
“fight outside to enter. Butwhen the evil inclination appears like an idol-
ater, it fills the person with the dark matter of physical temptation that 4
no outside light can penetrate. It is then that the Torah must provide |
& the person with an internal source of light to illuminate and purify the
darkness within and raise him beyond temptation.

3o —_OF PARENTS AND PENGUINS [ SRR
" AN ANCIENT TALE -

. T

« There was once an island on which lived a group
of women with truly beautiful voices. Sailors wh.o
manned the passing ships were sO bewitched by their
song, that they would direct their boats to the island only
to founder on its treacherous shoals. There were three
seactions to this problem among the captains oitl]ose

med all his men to stop up their ears with
Leeswax so that they were unable to hear. Another
lashed the helmsman to the mast so that he was unable
to alter course. The third provided music to his men that

g was so sweet that the song coming from the shore lost its
allure.

I do not know whether Homer [the source for this
cautionary tale] drew any of his wisdom from the proph-
ets of the first Bais HaMikdash with whom he was
contemporaneous, but it is certain that his story can
serve as an appropriate mashal for the Torah's predic-
tions concerning the final stages of exile, those immedi-
ately prior to the coming of Mashiach.

~ Let us listen to Rav Hutner. The time is a Seudas
Purim, one of those moments when the inner fire that
animated that great soul blazed to the surface. The
place, his beloved Yeshiva where he knew that he would
be understood.

% This is what he said. After twenty long years of
exile, Yaakov Avinu is finally returning to Eretz Yisrael.
Eisav, sensing that his moment has come, prepares
himself for the reckoning which, for once, must surely go
his way.
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% 'Let us travel and move on together. Iwill adjust
my speed to your needs." "Let me assign to you some of
the people who are with me" (Bereishis 33:11 and 15).
v .These were the last recorded words which Eisav
ever spoke to Yaakov. They represent his game-plan for
the final moments of the galuth. They hound us still. If
we lispen. well, we hear them reverberating throughout
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Listening to a Different Tune: At the end of the
day, there is really orly one answer. Discipline,
_\’(kedushah, service, these have a music of their own. The
majestic resonance of their tone cuts right through to the
heart. It can, if we let it, drown out the pathetic tinkle,
trivialize to utter impotence the dross and the tinsel of
even the best of what the world has to offer.
~J There really is no competition. But it has to be
done right. The best music sounds bland and uninterest-
ing when it is not performed with verve, with spirit, and
above all, with intelligence. ?

1997 %9 Yy 9y35 TN, "Educate your son in accor-
dance with his unique characteristics (Mishley 22:6)."
We make facile assumptions at our peril. Assumptions
that what worked well enough for ourselves will work
equally well for our children. Assumptions that they
must certainly share our tastes and predilections.
Assumptions that the ideas that we found inspiring will
fire their hearts also. It is just not so or, less radically, it
is often not so. = :

We can occasionally create an environment that
approximates an idealized earlier one, and hope that its
ambiance will nurture an innocence more familiar from
another era. It may work sometimes for some children.

o But it is foolish to think that we can shut out the world
indefinitely. The music is playing on the rocky island
and sooner or later it will penetrate our most lovingly
and thoughtfully erected defenses. Our lives will have to
be set to music -- the ultimate weapon in the battle for
our children's souls.®
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And that is the secret of life. A person is inspired artificially
at the beginning of any phase of life, but to acquire the depth of
personality which is demanded of us, Hashem removes the
inspiration. The danger is apathy and depression; the challenge
is to fight back to the point of inspiration, and in so doing to
build it permanently into one’s character.”
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The same can be said regarding Noach and the Mabul. Although
Noach dedicated himself wholeheartedly to sustaining the world
inside the teivah, he was still held accountable for failing to daven
to save his generation. Noach knew that without the merits of ten
tzaddikim, the world could not continue, yet he should neverthe-
less have prayed, shed copious tears, and sounded an agonized

cry upon_the annihilation of humanity and the destruction of
Hashem'’s beautiful world, just as he would have grieved his own

. personal destruction. Since Noach did not daven, it is clear thathe
¥ did not sufficiently feel the pain or mourn the indescribable loss.
Therefore, he was faulted for not davening, and the Mabul was
called smei Noach as if he, himself, had brought it upon the world.
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Feeling Another Person’s Pain as Our Own

=] bai~rd4 m naNen

N This great level of concern and empathy is expected of all of us - NON(3S g

as well. We are all required to genuinely sympathize and feel the |

pain of a fellow Yid. Every person must possess a sense of achrayus & ' T

toward Klal Yisrael and feel the pain of the klal as if it were his per- DPMR D 3 TDﬂ_'Z_:I_;le_j:'n'? mwyn S¥

sonal tzarah. Each one of us is responsible for everyone! TRV IDRY W 7180 unn amnn

This is true in yeshivah as well. When a bachur is in yeshivah, Q07D DPAIRT MM 19 NTPNIRD %Y Yrbea

which is a makom tzibbur, he bears responsibility for the entire fzib- [ 1nInw 1 11787 7793 191 Y% Yam nenIRD

bur, and he must be aware that his every action will impact the klal. L TP 798 Ny YR MY mIYE hnyno ora 3

Even a personal act of his that is unrelated to the ¢zibbur may still YaR 2w neab Yo 1omw 19 a1 ImRa

affect the klal, and he must therefore be exceedingly careful with
even the minor details of his behavior.

The obligation to share the burden of others pertains not just to _
the klal, but to individuals as well. The Gemara teaches (Bemchos 1AM
12b): “Rabbah bar Chinana the elder said in the name of Rav: Any- LA
one who has the opportunity to beseech God for mercy on beh alf _— . o T

of his fellow and does no S
said; If [the person who is in f me is a Torah scholar, one qb’ m nemd PN na

is required even to make himself ill on his behalf.”
For a person to pray sincerely for his friend, and certainly for 3
him to become sick with concern for his friend, he must first feel MTAW JAR MR WD WY M

TRW TR B AR 12 MR P n X ma =
0%wn %3 Yy X9 oo wmuyh g1 b v

the person’s pain deeply, as if it were his own. A person who prays _ARYTD RN awnn -‘w‘;:n
Jor am’g‘er without egp,_____gﬁnent:llrll h—iﬂn—gﬁ-‘lm-t-tdlff{l‘”? e:_m' TWYN Y 177 N [ANR 72°n] AP
i a ective
f "tion and sincerity, and his fefillah emerges vacant and ine fo T TSR0 SANDR nnY
( In contrast, one who truly sympathizes with another person’s
anguxsh and feels his loss, need, and hardship, automatically” 1991 .39p" N2 JaR MIRD RN TON
sounds a genuine cry of anguish and weeps on his behalf. This D¥12°71 M°D X*XIRY PO DR Yhan R
intensity and passion have the power to work wonders on the 1KY 0 TISW M T9BRY s

jend’ his salvation. :
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The mabul that took place thousands of years ago, destroying everything R ANNARR 7MW 02k wntn ,AwYn
except for Noach and his family in the tevah, is paralleled today by the flood - k}‘d
of depravity and moral decay that threatens to drown society. One of the ’ ' '
features of this contemporary flood is the sewage system of words, gushing . =g lall=h) - BWBE B

filth from all sides: vulgar words, nivul peh, lashon ha’ra, words expressing
N %negatmty and despair. What will serve as our tevah, keepmg us afloat amid
the mabul of today’s world? The answer is the other meaning of fevah — the

g/ords we say and the way we speak. Our language will serve as the tevah e R a1 3’373 21 qwan’ 98ba
that will keep us afloat from drowning in society. Every detail we are told POIT_YOT 2NN W A%

about the revah conveys a lesson regarding how we can stay afloat in the

ofbier prosenfiay vt ,”72°n% WY Tn8” Pioda Ty M

»39% WY nyaw oIRY? XMW

For example, Noach was told, “Tzohar taaseh la’tevah,” which simpl by Px YYonab orobnn *abn 1o
means, “Install a light source for the fevah,” which was either a window or a ] tk
( Inminescenit stone e.g. a diamond — corresponding fo the electricity of its TIRT_MIND3 AYBAR mnn
time. The Baal Shem Tov and others write that this can also be understood X Y aswen ey L,ab o

Ebas a command to us to put light into our own words; to make our words
windows of opportunity; to turn them into diamonds; to choose precious,
uphftmg words, not vulgar, base, low words that drag us and society
downwards. Another example ™We are told that among the creatures that
came to Noach’s tevah were, “min ha’behemah asher einenah tehorah (from »T7nn_Y2n oioid vrva api mi

IRTIPRY YTV TINRW 798 _nhea

R XDW 7DOWn 77¥3 7ann nnoy
(} RPR 19IPT mpa 12°0n% Tmw u-rx)

the animals that are not pure),”129 whereas it would have been shorter to say,

“min ha’behemah ha’tmei’ah (from the unclean animals).” From the fact 2771337 ,"'_’1’11'1'?"9:1 b:pnn 1% X129
that the Torah goes out of its way here to avoid using a more direct but less .
refined term Chazal'®® learn: “L’olam y’daber adam b’lashon nekiyah (A = 44 a
person should always speak using clean, refined language).” Although it’s Q1RY 273w 7T1AY X°Hw nhenn v
quicker to use fewer letters, the Torah guides us to go out of our way to AUR TMaYw 70 R X°n Re,
express ourselves in lashon n’kiyah, in a more refined manner. Thﬁs lls I;lart #TPYR "1 DR nanRY myn o e
of the timeless lesson we are taught in parshas Noach: our speech, lashon "
n’kiyah, fzohar la’tevah, the type of language we use, is what keeps us M2y Posnny vhvnb vev nupbwat

afloat. We mention in davening, BTy romamtanu mi kol hal’shonos (You QI&LZ&JALQMMM
h@ve clevated us above all other languages)” — our language is called Lashon Y5 21nRY ,Yyemw P MY Y Hand

® Hakodesh. One of the reasons for this — we’re told by the Rishonim — is Mynotos methy bxw 1
because words don’t exist in Lashon Hakodesh for certain unseemly things. i :
This is the make or break — the words a person chooses are literally what oA o m Sw nmom menS
will keep him afloat, or chas v shalom drownmg, in a vulgar society. This ' Mo Ty Shennb T Kb
pomt s elaborated on in a later al chet.” i :,ﬂ (7 e ————— — 1:’7 5”1"!11
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